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Be a Part of Building a Weather-Ready Nation: 
NWS Roadmap and Pilot Projects 
 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Jim Salzwedel  
National Weather Service WFO New Orleans/Baton Rouge 
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Becoming a Weather-
Ready Nation is about 
building community 
resilience in the face of 
increasing vulnerability to 
extreme weather. 
 
NOAA’s NWS is developing new decision support services, 
improving technology to track and forecast storms, and 
expanding its dissemination efforts to achieve far-reaching 
national preparedness for weather events. 
Looking Forward 
• Provide superior decision support and foundational 
information services 
– NWS will use our unique, local relationships with Core 
Partners to help them to better prepare our communities 
for extraordinary events 
• Invest in Science and Technology 
– Use state-of-the-art technology and cutting-edge science to 
provide the best service possible 
• Empower our workforce 
– Workforce is trained and equipped to meet America’s 
evolving needs 
– Emergency Response Specialists (ERS) are accessible on-site 
and through remote technologies to provide Impact-based 
Decision Support Services (IDSS) 
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Emphasis on Decision Support Services 
• NWS Operations Center – Silver Spring, MD 
• Regional Operations Center – Ft Worth, TX 
• Impact-Based Decision Support Services in a 
Coastal Environment – New Orleans, LA 
• Impact-Based Decision Support Services in an 
Urban Environment – Baltimore, 
MD/Washington DC 
• Integrated Environmental Services – Tampa, FL 
• Mesoscale Meteorology Science to Operations 
– Charleston, WV 
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National Weather Service Pilot Projects 
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WFO New Orleans/Baton Rouge  
Hurricane Isaac Support 
  
 
6 
Big Impact 
Storm Surge 6 to 12 feet.  8.2 feet was a new record for Lake Pontchartrain 
 
Rainfall 10-20 inches – locally higher 
 
Historic river flooding event 
 
Two potential dam compromises  warnings/evacuations with each 
Three tornadoes on the MS coast  including an EF-2 in Pascagoula 
 
Over 12,000 homes flooded – including 7,000 in LaPlace alone 
 
4 fatalities 
 
Around 1 million power outages  
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“Out of the box storm surge” 
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Rain (26.71 Pascagoula/20.68 Carrollton New Orleans) 
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Record River Flooding 
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Deployments 
Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security – 
2 Meteorologists 
New Orleans Emergency Operations Center – 2 
Meteorologists 
Mississippi Crisis Action Center – 2 Meteorologists, 
Port Meteorological Officer 
SWERV – Pearl River support – 1 Meteorologist and 
1 Hydrologist from the Lower Mississippi River 
Forecast Center 
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Meanwhile, back at the office…. 
12 Hour Shifts 
 Coordinator 
 Digital 
 Decision Support 
 Public Service 
 Radar 
 Emergency Response 
 HAM 
  
 
12 
Briefings (Power Point Updates Every 6 Hours) 
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In action… 
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In action… 
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In action… 
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Highlights… 
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Deployment Laptop 
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Lessons Learned 
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“New” From Our Pilot Project 
Navy Week Deployment 
Final Four Deployment 
Superbowl Deployment 
AWIPSII Thin Client 
Mississippi River Navigation Forecast 
Emergency Management Mobile Tool 
HPAC Plume Modeling 
Tropical Training 
Exercises 
 
 
We are in the game!! 
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Homeland Security Support of Superbowl XLVII 
Deployed with the United States Coast Guard 
Deployed with New Orleans Emergency Operations Center 
Deployed with Federal, state, and local DHS 
 
Ran contingency plume models  
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Homeland Security Support of Superbowl XLVII 
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This is NOT a game, you have to communicate! 
  
 
23 
This is NOT a game, you have to communicate! 
  
 
24 
This is NOT a game, you have to communicate! 
  
 
25 
This is NOT a game, you have to communicate! 
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Twitter @NWSNewOrleans 
Facebook- U.S. National Weather Service New Orleans 
